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1 MWe Habanero Pilot Plant – Commencement of
Commissioning Operations
Key highlights:
•
•
•
•

Commissioning operations underway at 1MWe Habanero Pilot Plant
Full commissioning of pilot plant scheduled for end April
Trial of 1 MW Habanero Pilot Plant to run until August
Fully funded to complete commissioning and trial activities

Geodynamics Limited (ASX:GDY) is pleased to report that it has reached a key milestone
in the Habanero Project, with the commencement of commissioning activities today at the
1MWe Habanero Pilot Plant.
The Company has received approvals from the South Australian, Department for
Manufacturing, Innovation, Trade, Resources and Energy (DMITRE) for the
Commissioning and Running of the 1MWe Habanero Pilot Plant. All construction,
electrical instrumentation and safety systems installation works at the plant have been
completed and pre-commissioning activities and safety checks finalised. Geodynamics
has issued notification to DMITRE that it intends to commence commissioning of the
plant today.
Commissioning of the plant will begin with the introduction of hot brine flow from
Habanero-4 into the plant to warm-up the brine system and commence generation of
steam.
In parallel to the commissioning activities in the Habanero Pilot Plant, the isolation plug
installed in the Habanero-1 well is being removed using a Coiled Tubing Unit drilling rig.
Following the removal of the plug, Habanero-1 will be commissioned as an injection well
completing the closed loop system with Habanero-4 as the production well.

The closed loop created between Habanero-4 and Habanero-1 (see Figure 1 below) provides the
hot circulating geothermal brine used to generate the steam powering the Habanero Pilot Plant
turbine. The Company anticipates the plant to be fully commissioned by the end of April, and the
trial of the 1 MWe Habanero Pilot Plant to run until approximately August.
Geodynamics remains well funded to complete these activities. The Company is continuing to
draw down its Renewable Energy Demonstration Program grant, in line with the milestones agreed
with the Australian Renewable Energy Agency. In addition, Geodynamics has completed and
submitted a claim under the Federal Government’s Research and Development Tax Incentive
Scheme for a payment totalling $22.1 million. The Company’s R&D tax return relates to the costs
of research and development conducted on the Cooper Basin Enhanced Geothermal Systems
Project for the 2011/2012 financial year. Geodynamics expects to receive the funds from the R&D
Tax Incentive Scheme during the June quarter.
Managing Director and CEO Geoff Ward said “The commissioning of the 1 MWe Habanero Pilot
Plant is a long anticipated and major milestone for Geodynamics and our shareholders. It marks a
significant achievement in Australian and global geothermal exploration and will be the first
Enhanced Geothermal System (EGS) derived power in Australia. We anticipate building on the
good results achieved in the first two open flow tests and the major stimulation test already
undertaken at Habanero-4, through additional open flow testing and closed loop testing we will
undertake during the demonstration trial.
The Habanero Project is a world leader in the demonstration of EGS geothermal energy. We
acknowledge the government’s support of these important R&D activities, and look forward to a
successful completion of this trial.”

Figure 1 – Diagram of the 1MWe Habanero Pilot Plant Closed Loop between Habanero-1 and Habanero-4
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For further information, please check our website (www.geodynamics.com.au) or contact Mr Geoff
Ward on + 61 7 3721 7500. Media and investor inquiries may also be directed to Friederike Graser,
Marketing Communications Officer on +61 7 3721 7588.

Geoff Ward
Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer
— ends —
About Geodynamics
Geodynamics is the leading Australian geothermal exploration and development company. Geodynamics possesses
some of the best geothermal resources in the world and is rapidly developing technology to exploit the resource.
Geothermal energy has the potential to be a critical element of Australia’s future power generation and Geodynamics is
at the forefront of development.
About geothermal energy
Geothermal energy offers the prospect of zero carbon, base-load energy generation. "Zero carbon" means that no
carbon dioxide (CO2) will be emitted when generating energy. This is different from some other forms of ‘renewable’
energy, which still result in significant CO2 emissions. ”Base-load” means that power is available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, all year round, and therefore can be used to meet energy needs at any time. This is a significant
advantage compared to a number of other zero-carbon technologies that are more intermittent (such as wind, wave
and solar power).
Geothermal energy produced from hot fractured rocks, also known as Engineered or Enhanced Geothermal Systems
(EGS), is generated by special high heat producing granites located 3km or more below the Earth's surface. The heat
inside these granites is trapped by overlying rocks which act as an insulating blanket. The heat is extracted from these
granites by pumping water through fractures in the granite and bringing the hot water to surface. Geodynamics
believes that energy produced using EGS technology is capable of generating base-load power at a cost that will be
very competitive with other energy sources (both low carbon and otherwise).
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